Dr. Areef Suleman

Areef Suleman’s career is motivated by a deep-seated aspiration to ignite sustainable and inclusive growth
in developing and least-developed countries via evidence-based interventions. As the Director of
Economic Research and Statistics at the Islamic Development Bank Institute (IsDBI) in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, he leads a team of experts who provide thought leadership on all matters related to economic
policy, socio-economic research and statistics.

In his current role, Areef is focused on more strategic issues, nurturing partnerships with other
development institutions to drive evidence-based decision-making. He holds leadership roles on multiple
boards, committees, and global task forces, where he lends his technical expertise and skills in institutional
governance.

He remains steadfast in his core ambition to drive socio-economic change in developing and least-
developed countries, and his work at the IsDB is a testament to his unwavering commitment to this cause.
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