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Leonardo Menchini holds a PhD in Development Economics from the University of Florence, Dr
Menchini is the UNICEF Advisor on Monitoring Child Rights in the Middle East and North Africa,
providing technical support to research and statistical work conducted by UNICEF in the 20 countries
of the region. Before joining the UNICEF regional office, he has been a chief technical advisor at the ILO
Decent Work Team for North Africa (2018-2019), and chief of the at social policy/social inclusion
sections at UNICEF Morocco (2016-2018) and UNICEF Egypt (2011-2016). In these positions, he led the
analytical work on child poverty and coordinated the support provided by UNICEF to the Moroccan and

Egyptian Governments for the reform of social protection.

Previously — between 2000 and 2011 — Leonardo has been a researcher at the UNICEF Office of Research
— Innocenti, where he contributed and coordinated research on child poverty and well-being and social
policy in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, OECD countries and West African countries, including for the

office’s flagship series Innocenti Social Monitors and Innocenti Report Cards.



